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Potluck Files 
Workshop



What is HTML?   

If a webpage is a room:
>HTML is the structure 
(what is inside).  
>CSS is the decor and 
style.
>JavaScript is the 
action and motion.   

HTML focuses on content 
and relationships rather 
than appearance. It is 
the most basic and 
easy-to-understand web 
language—if you can 
write text, you already 
know the basics of HTML.   



Introduction

This is a handbook for the Potluck 
Files workshop as a practice-based 
publication.

What are Potluck Files?

‘Potluck’ comes from ‘luck of the 
pot,’ and usually refers to a gathering 
where each participant brings a dish to 
share, forming a diverse and 
unpredictable table of food. It is a 
practice centered on sharing, chance, 
and social interaction.
In the workshop, we translate this 
concept into the form of ‘files’—each 
participant brings a file they wish to 
share (JPG, MP3, PDF, etc.). 

What is the Potluck Files workshop?

Potluck Files is a practice of sharing 
that is generated offline and continues 
to flow online.
In the workshop, we will:
 
·Share how to turn files into webpages

·Introduce basic web-building like HTML 
and CSS

·Encourage ongoing sharing and 
re-creation

Who are we?

Kiki and Sibyl, students from the 
Experimental Publishing Master’ s 
program at Piet Zwart Institute in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands.

This workshop is part of our project 
Special Issue 29 – Gossiping at the 
Intersection of Crafts and Resistances.



1. Create a folder
Please use English for the folder name

                2. Add the files you want to share
     File types and content are unrestricted (images, audio, PDF, text, etc.).

    The total folder size must not exceed 1GB.

 
3.Open the terminal

    Search for Terminal in the search bar.

                      4.Navigate to your folder in the terminal
Type: cd + [space]

Then drag your folder into the terminal window and press Enter. 

    5. Create an HTML file 
   Type: nano index.html

           or
            notepad index.html

<!doctype html>

<html>

<head>
  <meta charset="UTF-8">

</head>

<style>
body{background-color: rgb(255, 255, 255); /* editable */

color: rgb(0, 0, 0); /* editable */
      font-family: "IBM Plex Mono", monospace;  /* non-editable */ padding: 20px; /* editable */

</style>

<body>
<p style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0); /* editable */">text</p>

</body>

</html>

<!-- Embed audio file -->  <!-- Embed photo file --> <!-- Embed pdf file -->
<img src="xxx.JPG" 
style="width:66%;
height:auto; 
display:block; 
margin: 20px auto;">
</img>

<iframe src="link or file’s name" 
style="width:66%;

height:600px; 
border:1px solid #ccc; 
background-color: white;

display:block;
margin: 20px auto;">

</iframe>

<audio controls 
style="width:66%; 
display:block; 

margin: 20px auto;">
<source src="xxx.mp3" 
type="audio/mpeg">

    </audio>
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6. Press Enter,
        then enter the following HTML content and save it


